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THE GREAT EXTINCTIONS

Did you know that 99% of all organisms that have ever lived on Earth are now extinct?
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4500 MYA

the first known mass extinction in earth's history
-- it led to the loss of most of the planet's obligate anaerobes

4000 MYA

85% of all species were killed, including corals, shelled
brachiopods, eel-like creatures called conodonts, and trilobites

3500 MYA

3000 MYA A

of all species were killed, including conodonts, ancient
shelled relatives of squid and octopuses called goniatites, and
a major group of sea sponges called stromatoporoids

2500 MYA

96% of all marine species and 3 out of 4 terrestrial species
were killed -- "The Great Dying" -- the only mass extinction

2000 MYA

that wiped out insects as well as most of the world’s forests

1500 MYA 1

80% of all land and marine species were killed, including

1000 MYA many archosauromorphs and all the remaining conodonts

500 MYA 76% of all species were killed, including all of the

ammonites, mosasaurs, ichthyosaurs, plesiosaurs, pterosaurs,

and nonavian dinosaurs

Sources: National Geographic; Cosmos Magazine



